
 

 

Fiche d’exploitation pour l’ épisode : 
 

 

Mailto: martine.davaud@ac-reunion.fr 

 

Travail sur podcast de la BBC, niveau B1-B2, classe s de LVR  

Accéder au site : 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/language/wordsinthenews/2009/05/090518_witn_tall.shtml 

 

The long and short of this Australian report is that tall workers earn significantly more than their 
vertically challenged counterparts. A six foot man can expect a windfall  of almost $750 a year. 
 
The researchers found there were practical reasons why the size gap translated into a pay gap. Tall 
people were sometimes more capable of performing certain physical tasks, like reaching high shelves. But 
the discrepancy is explained mainly by discrimination , the simple fact that society tends to look on tall 
people as more powerful and smarter, even when they're not. 
 
The study from the Australian National University also found that slimmer workers tend to get slimmer 
pay packets. Fat men earn 5% more than their slender colleagues. 
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Tall people earn more 

 

1. Read the title and describe the picture: what is the document about? 

2. Listen to the document: Who speaks? Tick the words you listed in 1) that you really heard 

3. Fill  in the blanks 

Summary 18 May 2009: Researchers in Australia have found that tall people earn higher wages than 
their shorter counterparts. They also found that chubby people earn more than those who are skinny. 

Reporter: Nick Bryant 

Report:  The long and short of this ............................ report is that tall ........................ earn significantly 
more than their vertically challenged counterparts. A six foot man can expect a windfall of almost 
$...................a year. 
 
The ..................................... found there were practical reasons why the size gap translated into a pay gap. 
Tall people were sometimes more ............................... of performing certain ........................... tasks, like 
reaching high shelves. But the discrepancy is explained mainly by ................................, the simple fact 
that society tends to look on tall people as more ....................................... and smarter, even when they're 
not. 
 
The ........................... from the Australian National University also found that slimmer workers tend to get 
slimmer pay packets. Fat men earn .............% more than their slender ........................ 
 
Nick Bryant, BBC News, Sydney 

 

4. React: what other discrimations can you think of? 
What can be done? etc... 
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